RESOLUTION NO. 2020-229

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELK GROVE
ADOPTING THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND ADOPTING THE
MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM FOR THE ARTERIAL

ROADS REHABILITATION AND BICYCLE LANE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
(WPRO014); AND APPROVING THE PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements
Project (WPRO014) (Project) will result in the rehabilitation or resurfacing of portions of
Waterman Road and Elk Grove Florin Road and the additional of bike lanes within the
City of Elk Grove and City of Sacramento, California; and

WHEREAS, City staff presented the Project to the Trails Committee for feedback
on October 15, 2018 prior to the open house on November 15, 2018 at which they
presented the project to interested stakeholders and collected feedback from participants;
and

WHEREAS, City staff is coordinating the relocation of existing overhead utilities
with the respective utility companies; and

WHEREAS, all work will be performed within existing rights of way; and

WHEREAS, the City prepared an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
(IS/MND) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), attached hereto
as Exhibit A, evaluating the potential environmental effects of the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Project is in compliance with all applicable state, federal and local
codes and regulations; and

WHEREAS, the City determined that the mitigation measures identified in the
IS/MND would reduce environmental impacts to a less than significant level; and

WHEREAS, based on staff’s review of the Project, no special circumstances exist
that would create a reasonable possibility that this Project will have a significant effect on
the environment beyond what was analyzed in the IS/MND prepared for the Project and
disclosed; and

WHEREAS, a Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Program (MMRP) has been
prepared for the preferred alternative in accordance with CEQA, attached hereto as
Exhibit B, which is designed to ensure compliance with the identified mitigation measures
during project implementation and operation; and

WHEREAS, the City distributed the Notice of Intent to Adopt the Mitigated
Negative Declaration on July 24, 2020. It was posted at the Sacramento County Clerk’s
office, distributed through State Clearinghouse and at the City offices, pursuant to Section
15072 of Chapter 3 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (State CEQA
Guidelines). A 32-day review and comment period was opened on July 24, 2020 and
closed on August 24, 2020. The Mitigated Negative Declaration was made available to
the public during this review period; and

WHEREAS, the City received two written comment letters within the 32-day public
review period and responded to those comments in the project staff report; and



WHEREAS, the City has considered the comments received during the public
review period, and they do not alter the conclusions in the IS/MND; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has considered the written and oral comments on the
proposed project and the Mitigated Negative Declaration; and

WHEREAS, the City of Elk Grove, Development Services, Planning Department,
located 8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, California 95758 is the custodian of
documents and other materials that constitute the record of proceedings upon which the
decision to adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration is based; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the Initial Study, the Mitigated Negative
Declaration, and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program and find that these
documents reflect their independent judgment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Elk
Grove hereby adopts the Mitigated Negative Declaration and the Mitigation and
Monitoring Reporting Program, attached hereto as Exhibits A and B, respectively, and
incorporated herein by reference for the Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane
Improvements Project (WPR014) based on the following findings:

1) On the basis of the whole record, there is no substantial evidence that the Project as
designed and mitigated will have a significant effect on the environment. A Mitigated
Negative Declaration has been prepared and completed in accordance with the CEQA.
The Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the
City.

2) Pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section 21081 and CEQA Guidelines, Section
15091, all the proposed mitigation measures described in the Mitigated Negative
Declaration are feasible, and therefore shall become binding upon the City.

3) To the extent that these findings conclude that various proposed mitigation measures
outlined in the Mitigated Negative Declaration are feasible and have not been modified,
superseded or withdrawn, the City Council hereby binds itself and their assigns and
successors in interest to implement those measures. These findings are not merely
informational but constitute a binding set of obligations that will come into effect when the
City constructs the Project.

Evidence: Pursuant to CEQA and the CEQA guidelines, staff prepared an Initial Study
(SCH# 2020070484) for the Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane
Improvements Project and mitigation measures have been developed that will reduce
potential environmental impacts to less than significant levels. The Initial Study identified
potentially significant adverse effects in the areas of air quality, biological resources,
cultural resources, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology/water quality, noise, and
tribal cultural resources.; mitigation measures that avoid or mitigate the potentially
significant effects to a point where no significant effects would occur were identified in the
Initial Study and staff prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration. Preparation of a
Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Program (MMRP) is required in accordance with the
City of Elk Grove regulations and is designed to ensure compliance during project



implementation. The City distributed the Notice of Intent to Adopt the Mitigated Negative
Declaration on July 24, 2020. It was posted at the Sacramento County Clerk’s office,
distributed through State Clearinghouse and at the City offices, pursuant to Section 15072
of Chapter 3 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (State CEQA Guidelines).
A 32-day review and comment period was opened on July 24, 2020 and closed on August
24, 2020. The Mitigated Negative Declaration was made available to the public during
this review period. The City received two written comment letters within the 32-day public
review period. These comments do not alter the conclusions of the Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration.

On the basis of the Mitigated Negative Declaration, environmental analysis, and the whole
record, there is no substantial evidence that the project will have a significant adverse
impact on the environment above those addressed within the adopted Mitigated Negative
Declaration. A MMRP, which is incorporated herein by this reference, has been prepared
to ensure compliance during project implementation. The City of Elk Grove, Public Works
Department, located at 8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, California 95758 is the
custodian of documents and other materials that constitute the record of proceedings
upon which the decision to adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration is based.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council hereby approves the Project.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Elk Grove this 23"
day of September 2020

STEVE LY, MAYOR of the
CITY OF ELK GROVE

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

L MSE L o 2
. S s
JASON LINDGREN, SITY CLERK ONATHAN P. HOBBS,

CITY ATTORNEY
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OUR COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY | ESA helps a variety of
public and private sector clients plan and prepare for climate change and
emerging regulations that limit GHG emissions. ESA is a registered
assessor with the California Climate Action Registry, a Climate Leader,
and founding reporter for the Climate Registry. ESA is also a corporate
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CHAPTER 1
Introduction

This Final Initial Study includes limited revisions that derived from public comments that were
received during the Draft Initial Study’s public circulation period, which began on July 24, 2020
and ended August 24, 2020. Revisions to the Draft Initial Study can be identified by strikeeut text
where language has been deleted, and by underline text where language has been added. This
revised document constitutes the Final Initial Study for the Project.

1.1 Introduction and Regulatory Guidance

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance is required for all projects for which a
public agency has a discretionary action, unless the project is exempted by statute in an act of the
Legislature. CEQA, as amended, requires that public agencies regulate activities which may
affect the quality of the environment. This ensures that major consideration is given to preventing
damage to the environment. Guidelines for implementation of CEQA are found in the CEQA
Guidelines (Title 14, Chapter 3 of the California Code of Regulations [CFR]).

The Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) is a public document to be
used by the City of Elk Grove (City), acting as the CEQA lead agency to determine whether the
Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvement Project (WPRO14) (referred to herein
as the “Project”) may have a significant effect on the environment pursuant to CEQA. If the lead
agency finds substantial evidence that any aspect of the project, either individually or cumulatively,
may have a significant effect on the environment that cannot be mitigated, regardless of whether the
overall effect of the project is adverse or beneficial, the lead agency is required to prepare an
environmental impact report (EIR), use a previously prepared EIR and supplement that EIR, or
prepare a subsequent EIR to analyze the project at hand (Public Resources Code Sections 21080[d],
21082.2[d]).

If the agency finds no substantial evidence that the project or any of its aspects may cause a
significant impact on the environment with mitigation incorporated, an MND shall be prepared
with a written statement describing the reasons why the proposed project, which is not exempt
from CEQA, would not have a significant effect on the environment and therefore why it does not
require the preparation of an EIR (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15371).

According to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15070, a Negative Declaration (ND) shall be
prepared for a project subject to CEQA when either:

1) The IS shows there is no substantial evidence in light of the whole record before the agency,
that the project may have a significant effect on the environment, or

Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements Project (WPR014) ESA /201700242
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1. Introduction

2) The initial study identifies potentially significant effects, but:

a. Revisions in the project plans or proposals made by, or agreed to by the applicant before
the proposed MND and initial study are released for public review would avoid the effects
or mitigate the effects to the point where clearly no significant effects would occur, and

b. There is not substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency that the
proposed project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment.

This IS/MND has been prepared in accordance with CEQA, Public Resources Code Section 21000
et seq., and the State CEQA Guidelines Title 14 California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Section 15000 et seq.

The proposed Project is not exempt from CEQA consideration. The City has determined that the
Project involves the potential for significant environmental effects; these potential environmental
effects are evaluated in this IS/MND in Chapter 3.0.

The IS concludes that the Project would potentially have significant environmental effects, but
that these effects would be reduced to a less than significant level with recommended mitigation
measures. Therefore, an MND is anticipated to be prepared.

The Draft IS was circulated for agency and public review during a public circulation period that
began on July 24, 2020 and ended August 24, 2020. During that time, two comment letters/emails
were received. Those letters, and the City’s responses to them, are attached to this IS as
Appendix I. The comments did not raise any new issues that had not been adequately evaluated
in the Draft IS, nor did they identify any new potentially significant environmental effects from
implementation of the Project. Accordingly, the findings of the Draft IS remain valid and
unchanged, and additional environmental analysis is not required.

1.2 Lead Agency

The City’s Public Works Department has initiated preliminary design of the Project and it requires
approval from the Elk Grove City Council. Therefore, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15051(b)(1), the City is acting as state lead agency for this Project under CEQA. CEQA
approval would be achieved with this IS/MND. This IS/MND has been prepared in compliance
with CEQA to support the proposed MND and other required permits and approvals.

1.3 Purpose and Document Organization

The CEQA Checklist is used to evaluate the potential environmental effects of a project and
includes a list of environmental considerations against which the project is evaluated. For each
checklist item, a determination is made as to whether the project will involve: (1) No Impact,
(2) a Less Than Significant Impact, (3) a Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation
Incorporated, or (4) a Potentially Significant Impact.

e No Impact: A No Impact determination applies where a project does not create an impact in
the respective checklist category.

Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements Project (WPR014) ESA /201700242
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1. Introduction

e Less Than Significant: A Less Than Significant Impact determination applies when the
project would not create a significant impact and mitigation is not required to lessen the
impact to less than significant.

e Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated: A Less Than Significant with
Mitigation Incorporated determination applies where the project would potentially result in a
significant impact, but mitigation measures have been included to reduce the effect to a less
than significant level.

o Potentially Significant: A Potentially Significant Impact determination is appropriate when
there is substantial evidence that an effect of the project may be significant and mitigation of
the impact is either not available or does not reduce the impact to a less than significant level.
If there are one or more Potentially Significant Impact entries in the Initial Study, an EIR is
required.

This IS/MND prescribes mitigation measures for the potentially significant environmental effects
of the project. Some mitigation measures are regulatory requirements established by the City and
other agencies and routinely implemented in conjunction with new development.

This IS/MND describes the proposed Project, its environmental setting, discusses the potential
environmental effects of the Project, and identifies feasible mitigation measures that would
reduce the potentially significant adverse environmental effects of the Project to a less than
significant level. The IS/MND includes the following chapters:

Chapter 1 Introduction. This chapter provides an introduction and describes the purpose
and organization of this IS/MND.

Chapter 2 Project Description. This chapter provides a Project background and a detailed
description of the proposed Project, and describes the process used for notifying and
involving the public during Project planning and for coordination with relevant agencies and
organizations.

Chapter 3 Initial Study Checklist. This chapter considers the Project’s potential for
significant environmental effects in the subject areas identified in Appendix G of the CEQA
Guidelines, the CEQA Checklist and provides mitigation measures, where necessary to
reduce potentially significant impacts to a less than significant level.

Chapter 4 List of Mitigation Measures. This chapter provides a summary of mitigation
measures for the proposed Project.

Chapter 5 List of Preparers. This chapter identifies staff and consultants responsible for
preparation of this document.

Chapter 6 List of Acronyms. This chapter provides a list of abbreviations used throughout
the document.

Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements Project (WPR014) ESA /201700242
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CHAPTER 2
Project Description

2.1 Project Location

The proposed Project is located in the City of Elk Grove in Sacramento County, California (see
Figure 1) along segments of Waterman Road and Elk Grove Florin Road in the City of Elk Grove
in Sacramento County (see Figure 2), as follows:

1. Waterman Road — approximately 700 feet south of Bond Road to 850 feet north of Rancho
Drive.

2. Waterman Road — approximately 850 feet north of Rancho Drive to Elk Grove Blvd.

3. Waterman Road — approximately 80 feet north of Dino Drive/Mainline Drive to Kent Street.
Waterman Road — Kent Street to approximately 400 feet south of Brinkman Court.
Waterman Road — approximately 400 feet south of Brinkman Court to Mosher Road.

Waterman Road — Mosher Road to approximately 1,000 feet south of Mosher Road.

A

Waterman Road — approximately 1,000 feet south of Mosher Road to Grant Line Road.
8. Elk Grove Florin Road — Elk Grove Blvd to Valley Oak Lane.

2.2 Project Description
2.2.1 Existing Setting

The Project is located in an area of agricultural-residential, agricultural, and various residential
land uses in the central and eastern portion of the City. All of the Project segments are currently
in use as roadways. There is a mix of land use activities alongside the various segments.
Waterman Road (Segments 1 through 7) is currently a two-lane arterial/collector with various
turn pockets and turn lanes that runs north/south and provides local access to industrial,
residential, and agricultural land uses. Waterman Road is ultimately planned as a four-lane major
arterial in the City of Elk Grove General Plan Mobility Element. Elk Grove Florin Road
(Segment 8) is also a two-lane arterial/collector, with a two-way middle turn-lane, that runs
north/south and provides local access to residential and commercial uses. Ultimately, Elk Grove
Florin Road is planned to remain as a two-lane arterial/collector in the City of Elk Grove General
Plan Mobility Element.

Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements Project (WPR014) ESA /201700242
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2. Project Description

2.2.2 Proposed Project

The City proposes to rehabilitate and improve pavement and/or surface treatments (as deemed
necessary) on the segments of Waterman Road and Elk Grove Florin Road described above, and as
needed will widen roadway shoulders to accommodate Class 2 bike lanes with the goal of providing
continuous bike routes in the eastern portion of the City. The purpose of the Project is to reconstruct
and rehabilitate Waterman Road and Elk Grove Florin Road to provide bike lanes in each direction
on each roadway.

Segments 1, 5, and 6 will rehabilitate existing pavement and widen shoulders to accommodate a
Class 2 Bike Lane in both directions.

Segments 2, 3, 4, 7, and 8 will have pavement rehabilitation or surface treatment, and restriping to
provide a Class 2 Bike Lane in both directions.

The Project will create a new mid-block pedestrian crossing along Elk Grove-Florin Road between
Cadura Circle and Plaza Park Drive, and extend an existing sidewalk segment on the western side
of Waterman Road to the Laguna Creek Trail entrance/parking area. In addition, some fences,
overhead utility poles, drainage ditches, and driveway drainage ditch culverts will be relocated
within the City rights-of-way to accommodate the road expansion in segments 1, 5, and 6.

The segments requiring pavement rehabilitation are of a condition that further deterioration would
likely result in costlier replacement of pavement in the future. Further, the selected segments are
shown in the City of Elk Grove’s 2014 Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Master Plan as having future
Class 2 bike lanes. Implementation of the Project would extend the useful life of the pavement,
improve ride quality for both motorists and cyclists, fill in gaps in the existing Class 2 bike lane
network, and improve pedestrian access in East Elk Grove, especially along Waterman Road.

2.3 Project Construction

Analysis contained in this IS/MND has taken into consideration activities within the entire
Project area and all mitigation measures included as part of the Project would be implemented
throughout these areas. Construction staging will either be located within the City ROW, or if the
contractor elects to conduct construction staging on an adjacent parcel outside of the City ROW,
then the construction contractor would obtain the appropriate approvals prior to construction.

Construction of the Project may occur in phases, depending on funding or other factors impacting
schedule. Construction would begin with the installation of construction and detour signs (if
required), followed by full roadway closure, or partial lane closures, to conduct grinding and road
preparation. Existing drainage ditches, fences, overhead utility poles, and driveway drainage ditch
culverts will be relocated within the City rights-of-way to accommodate the expanded roadway,
shoulders, and bicycle lanes. Staging of equipment would occur within existing City ROW. There
are no permanent closures of permitted driveways anticipated to be required as part of the Project.
There will be temporary closures of driveways for short durations (anticipated not to exceed 4
hours at a time).

Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements Project (WPR014) ESA /201700242
Final Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration 2-4 September 2020



2. Project Description

Construction of the Project is anticipated to take approximately 100 to 120 working days, and is
expected to begin in spring 2021. Full lane closures may occur for up to 30 days along segments
1, 5, and 6, with potential partial lane closures occurring in advance of or after the full lane
closure period. Construction will be limited to between 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM on weekdays, and
between 8:00 AM and 6:00 PM near residences or other sensitive receptors. Excavators,
compactors, grinding machines, backhoes, bobcats, pavement scarifiers, rollers, and scrapers are
potential large equipment to be used on the Project. Project construction could occur either at
once (continuous) or in stages, depending on timing and scheduling constraints. Utility
relocations would be coordinated with the corresponding utility companies and relocated prior to
Project construction.

2.4 Required Project Approvals

As a requirement for implementation of the Project, the following environmental approvals would
be required from the following agencies:

e City of Elk Grove City Council — CEQA review and adoption of the MND and Mitigation,
Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP)

o City of Elk Grove Public Works — Design Review and approval of final project plans

e (Caltrans — National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review and issuance of a Categorical
Exclusion (CE)

e Regional Water Quality Control Board — Issuance of a National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) construction activity permit, to be issued prior to construction

2.5 California Native America Tribal Consultation

For compliance with CEQA and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA),
the City’s consultant contacted the State of California Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) to request a search of their Sacred Lands File (SLF). The NAHC stated that the SLF has
no record of sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed Project.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, three traditionally and culturally affiliated
California Native American tribes (Ione Band of Miwok Indians, United Auburn Indian
Community of the Auburn Rancheria, and Wilton Rancheria) have requested notification of
projects in the jurisdiction of the City of Elk Grove. The City contacted each tribe by letter on
April 13, 2018, providing a description of the proposed Project, a map of the Project area, and an
invitation to respond within 30 days of the request for consultation.

The NAHC provided a list of eight California Native American tribes with cultural affiliation to
the general Project vicinity: Buena Vista Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians, Shingle Springs Band of
Miwok Indians, Colfax-Todds Valley Consolidated Tribe, Tsi Akim Maidu, lone Band of Miwok
Indians, Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe, United Auburn Indian Community
of the Auburn Rancheria, and Wilton Rancheria. For the purposes of compliance with Section
106 of the NHPA, the City’s consultant sent letters to each tribe on July 2, 2018. The letters
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provided information on the Project, a map of the Project area, and a request for tribes to respond
with any concerns regarding potential impacts to cultural resources. In October 2018, follow-up
phone calls, or emails, were also made to each tribe. In October 2018, the City responded to
requests from three tribes (Ione Band of Miwok Indians, United Auburn Indian Community of the
Auburn Rancheria, and Wilton Rancheria) with updates on the Project, the results of the cultural
resources study, and a request that the City facilitate a site visit to provide more Project
information. During the outreach efforts, none of the contacted parties identified any specific
concerns regarding cultural resources or the potential for the Project to impact cultural resources.

2.6 Other Project Assumptions

This IS/MND complies with all applicable state, federal, and local codes and regulations including
but not limited to the City of Elk Grove Improvement Standards, the Sacramento County Water
Agency Code, the Guidance Manual for On-Site Storm Water Quality Control Measures, the
California Health and Safety Code, and the California Public Resources Code.

2.7 Technical Studies

The following technical studies were conducted in support of the Caltrans NEPA CE and this
IS/MND. These studies are hereby incorporated by reference into this IS/MND and are attached
as appendices, except as noted below:

o Preliminary Environmental Study (PES): Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane
Improvement Project City of Elk Grove, County of Sacramento RPSTPL 5479 (060).
Environmental Science Associates, April 2018. Attached as Appendix A.

o Scenic Resource Evaluation and Visual Impact Assessment. Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and
Bicycle Lane Improvements Project [RPSTPL 5479 (060)]. Environmental Science
Associates. March 2019. Attached as Appendix B.

o Air Quality Conformity Analysis: Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane
Improvement Project City of Elk Grove, County of Sacramento RPSTPL 5479 (060).
Environmental Science Associates. August 2019. Attached as Appendix C.

e Natural Environment Study (NES): Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane
Improvements Project (WPRO14). Environmental Science Associates. October 2019.
Attached as Appendix D.

e Aquatic Resources Delineation Report. Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane
Improvements Project (WPRO14). Environmental Science Associates. April 2019. Attached
as Appendix E.

o Archaeological Study Report (ASR)/Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR): Arterial Roads
Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements Project (WPRO014). Environmental Science
Associates. June 2019. These documents contain confidential cultural resource site records,
and are therefore not attached hereto as an appendix. These documents can be made available
upon request to persons authorized to view such records.

o [nitial Site Assessment (ISA): Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements
Project (WPRO14). Environmental Science Associates. May 2019. Attached as Appendix F.
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o Water Quality Technical Memorandum: Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane
Improvements Project (WPRO14). Environmental Science Associates. July 2019. Attached as

Appendix G.

o Construction Noise Memorandum: Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane
Improvements Project (WPRO14). Environmental Science Associates. March 2019. Attached

as Appendix H.
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CHAPTER 3
Initial Study Checklist

Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this Project, involving
at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the
following pages.

(] Aesthetics ] Agriculture and Forestry Resources Air Quality

Biological Resources Cultural Resources ] Energy

O] Geology/Soils [] Greenhouse Gas Emissions Hazards & Hazardous Materials
Hydrology/Water Quality ] Land Use/Planning (]  Mineral Resources

O] Noise O Population/Housing ] Public Services

] Recreation O Transportation Tribal Cultural Resources

[ utilities/Service Systems L] wildfire ] Mandatory Findings of Significance

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial study:

(] Ifind that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment,
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

(] I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

[0 I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or
“potentially significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect
1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal
standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis
as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required,
but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.
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[J Ifind that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately
in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and
(b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the
proposed project, nothing further is required.

Signature Date

Kevin M. Bewsey, PE City of Elk Grove

Printed Name
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3.1 Aesthetics

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
Significant with Mitigation Significant
Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
I.  AESTHETICS — Except as provided in Public
Resources Code Section 21099, would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? ] ] ]
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, ] ] ]
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?
¢) Innon-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the ] ] ]

existing visual character or quality of public views of
the site and its surroundings? (Public views are
those that are experienced from publicly accessible
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area,
would the project conflict with applicable zoning and
other regulations governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare ] ] ]
which would adversely affect daytime or nighttime
views in the area?

This section relies upon the information and findings presented in the Visual Impact Assessment
Technical Memorandum prepared for the Project: Scenic Resource Evaluation and Visual Impact
Assessment: Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements Project [RPSTPL
5479 (060)]. Environmental Science Associates. March 2019. This document is attached to this
Initial Study as Appendix B.

Environmental Setting

Existing land uses surrounding the various Project segments include agricultural-residential,
agricultural, low-density residential, estate residential, and commercial/office/multi-family
residential. Waterman Road is a two-lane rural roadway that runs north to south. Elk Grove Florin
Road is a two-lane roadway with a two-way middle turn lane, that runs north/south.

The Project area is situated on the broad, flat plain, and terrain is generally flat. Waterman Road
is surrounded by grazing land, with a multi-family complex near Bond Road and utility
transmission poles and lines as well as tall metal transmission towers on both sides of the roadway.
There are no existing scenic resources or scenic vistas in the Project vicinity, and Waterman Road
is not a designated scenic route. No state scenic highways are in or adjacent to the Project site.

Elk Grove Florin Road is located in a developed area with residential and commercial land uses
along the roadway. Elk Grove Florin Road consists of two travel lanes and a two-way middle turn
lane with sidewalks and trees along both sides of the roadway. There are no existing scenic
resources or scenic vistas in the Project vicinity and Elk Grove Florin Road is not a designated
scenic route. No state scenic highways are in or adjacent to the Project site.
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Discussion of Impacts

a)

b)

d)

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

No Impact. A scenic vista is defined as a viewpoint that provides expansive views of a
highly valued landscape for the benefit of the general public. In addition, some scenic vistas
are officially designated by public agencies, or informally designated by tourists and tourist
guides. A substantial adverse effect to such a scenic vista is one that degraded the view from
such a designated view spot. None of the segments are considered a scenic corridor or have
views which would be considered a scenic vista. Therefore, the Project would not have an
adverse impact on a scenic vista.

Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited
to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact. The Project would not adversely affect any "Designated Scenic Resource" as
defined by CEQA statutes or guidelines, or by Caltrans policy. There are no designated
scenic highways or eligible-for-designation scenic highways in the Project area.

Would the project substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of
public views of the site and its surroundings, in a non-urbanized area? Would the
project conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality
in an urbanized area?

Less than Significant Impact. The Project would not result in substantial adverse impacts to
the visual environment. The proposed improvements would only slightly alter the current
visual landscape as the affected corridors are existing facilities. The materials used would be
similar to the existing materials, including the paint used for restriping, asphalt used for
widening/resurfacing, and concrete for curbs and gutters. Vertical elements, such as fences
and overhead utility poles that would be relocated within the City rights-of-way to
accommodate the expanded roadway, shoulders, and bicycle lanes would not substantially
change or degrade the existing visual environment, since they would only be relocating
structures that are already present; thus, there would be no significant new vertical elements
introduced as part of the Project. The slight changes to the views would not alter the visual
character or quality of the segments.

Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare which would
adversely affect daytime or nighttime views in the area?

No Impact. There is existing street lighting along the Project corridor, as well as security
lighting on adjacent private properties to detect and deter intrusions into properties. The Project
would not include any additional lighting; nor would any of the materials include anything that
would create a new source of glare. There would be no impact related to light or glare that
would adversely affect views in the area.

Mitigation Measures

None required.
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References

Environmental Science Associates, 2019. Scenic Resource Evaluation, and Visual Impact
Assessment (VIA) Memorandum. March 28, 2019.

Environmental Science Associates, 2019. Questionnaire to Determine Visual Impact, using the
Standard Environmental Reference, Environmental Handbook, Volume I: Chapter 27-
Visual & Aesthetics Review. March 28, 2019.

Arterial Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements Project (WPR014) ESA /201700242
Final Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration 3-5 September 2020



3. Initial Study Checklist

3.2 Agricultural and Forestry Resources

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
Significant with Mitigation Significant
Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

Il. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES —
In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may
refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California
Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining
whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may
refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment
project; and forest carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air
Resources Board. Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or ] ] ]
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural
use?

b)  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a ] ] ]
Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning ] ] ]
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code section 51104(g))?

X

d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of ] ] ]
forest land to non-forest use?

X

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment ] ] ]
which, due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

X

Environmental Setting

While several land uses within the Project vicinity are related to agriculture, these existing
agricultural land uses are considered fallow (vacant or underutilized) and currently do not support
crops or other agricultural operations. No parcels in the Project area are enrolled in a Williamson
Act contract and the nearest parcel that is enrolled in an active Williamson Act contract is located
at the northeast corner of the Bader Road/Bond Road intersection, which is approximately

1.5 miles east of the Project site (State Department of Conservation 2017). Parcels adjacent to the
Project area are mapped as Other Land and Urban and Built-Up Land by the Farmland Mapping
& Monitoring Program (FMMP) (State Department of Conservation 2017). Roughly 11 parcels
located along Waterman Road to the east of the Project site are zoned for agricultural use. None
of these parcels are considered to be Farmland of Local Importance by the FMMP.

The existing trees in the Project area are not considered to be forestry resources per definitions of
Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 12220(g), timberland as defined by PRC Section 4526, or
timberland zoned Timberland Production per Government Code Section 51104(g).
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Discussion of Impacts

a)

b)

d)

Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to
non-agricultural use?

No Impact. According to the 2017 FMMP from the State Department of Conservation, the
Project site is in an area that is designated as Urban and Built-Up Land and Other Land.
These designations are not farmland; therefore, the Project would have no impact on
farmlands.

Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson
Act contract?

No Impact. As previously described, the parcels adjacent to the Project are not under a
Williamson Act contract. The surrounding parcels are currently zoned Agricultural
Residential (AR-10), Open Space (O), Shopping Center (SC), and Low-Density Residential
(RD-3, RD-4, and RD-5) (City of Elk Grove 2019). The Project involves the rehabilitation of
an existing roadway and addition of bicycle lanes within the existing City ROW zoned for
this type of project. The construction of the Project would not result in the conversion of
farmland to a nonagricultural use, nor would the Project require any revisions to existing
zoning designations. Accordingly, the Project would have no impact on agricultural
resources.

Would the project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land,
timberland, or timberland zoned Timberland Production?

No Impact. The Project site is not used for growing a crop of trees for commercial lumber

or other forest products; therefore, the Project site is not considered timberland. PRC

Section 12220(g) defines forested land as land that can support 10 percent native tree cover of
any species. By this definition, the Project site is not considered forest land. As the Project
will be constructed within existing City ROW zoned for this type of project, the Project
would not require any revisions to existing zoning designations. As such, the Project would
not conflict with existing zoning for forest land or timberland and no impact would occur.

Would the project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-
forest use?

No Impact. The Project would result in the removal of existing trees and shrubs in limited
locations within the ROW; however, these tree are not considered to be part of forest land. As
such, the Project would have no impact on the loss of forest land or the conversion of forest
land to non-forest use.

Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to
their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural
use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. As discussed above, the Project would not involve changes in the existing
environment that could result in the conversion of farmland to nonagricultural use or the
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conversion of forest land to non-forest use. All Project work would occur within City ROW,
and there would be no impacts to adjacent lands. Although several trees are present within the
Project site, they are not considered a forestry resource. As such, the Project would have no
impact on the conversion of agricultural and forest land.

Mitigation Measures

None required.

References

State Department of Conservation, 2017. Division of Land Resource Protection - Sacramento
County Important Farmland 2016, map. Available https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/
fmmp/Pages/Sacramento.aspx. Accessed May 2, 2019.

City of Elk Grove, 2019. Elk Grove 2035 General Plan. Adopted February 27, 2019. Available
http://www.elkgrovecity.org/city hall/departments_divisions/planning/a_brighter future/do
cuments. Accessed May 2, 2019.
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3.3 Air Quality

Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

lll. AIR QUALITY —
Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management district or air pollution
control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the ] ] ]
applicable air quality plan?

b) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of ] ] ]
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state
ambient air quality standard?

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant ] ] ]
concentrations?

d) Resultin other emissions (such as those leading to ] ] ]
odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of
people?

This section relies upon the information and findings presented in the Air Quality Conformity
Analysis prepared for the Project: Air Quality Conformity Analysis: Arterial Roads Rehabilitation
and Bicycle Lane Improvement Project City of Elk Grove, County of Sacramento RPSTPL 5479
(060). Environmental Science Associates. August 2019. This document is attached to this Initial
Study as Appendix C.

Environmental Setting

The Project is located within Sacramento County in the Sacramento Valley Air Basin (SVAB) in
an area under jurisdiction of the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District
(SMAQMD) at the local level, the California Air Resources Board (ARB) at the state level, and
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) at the federal level.

Table 3.3-1 shows that the proposed Project is located in an area that is considered a federal
nonattainment area for Os; and PM, s, an attainment-maintenance area for PM; standards. The
area is considered a state nonattainment area for ozone and PM . Federal and state air quality
laws require regions designated as nonattainment to prepare plans that either demonstrates how
the region will attain the standard or that demonstrate reasonable improvement in air quality
conditions. As noted, the SMAQMD is responsible for developing attainment plans for the
SMAQMD, for inclusion into California’s State Implementation Plan (SIP).
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TABLE 3.3-1

SACRAMENTO AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (SMAQMD) ATTAINMENT STATUS

Pollutant

Designation/Classification

Federal Standards

State Standards

Ozone — one hour

No Federal Standard

Nonattainment

Ozone - eight hour

Nonattainment

Nonattainment

PMjiq Attainment-Maintenance Nonattainment
PM, 5 Nonattainment Attainment
CO Unclassified/Attainment Attainment
Nitrogen Dioxide Unclassified/Attainment Attainment
Sulfur Dioxide Unclassified/Attainment Attainment
Lead Unclassified/Attainment Attainment
Hydrogen Sulfide No Federal Standard Unclassified
Sulfates No Federal Standard Attainment
Visibility Reducing Particles No Federal Standard Unclassified

SOURCE: California Air Resources Board. Area Designations Maps / State and National. https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/desig/adm/adm.htm.

Accessed October 4, 2019.

Discussion of Impacts

a) Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality

plan?

No Impact. To determine compliance with the applicable air quality plan, the SMAQMD
recommends comparing the project to the SACOG growth projections included in the
Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS) (SACOG
2016), a comparison of the project’s projected vehicle-miles travelled (VMT), and population
growth rate. There would be no employment, housing units, or population generated by the
proposed Project. In addition, the proposed Project would only consist of the resurfacing and
widening of Waterman Road to add bicycle lanes and would not result in an increase in daily
VMT. In fact, the widening would allow for the possibility of reduction in VMTs because it
would allow individuals to use their bicycles instead of vehicles. Therefore, the proposed
Project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of applicable air quality plans and

there would be no impact.

b) Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria
pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality standard (including releasing emissions which exceed

quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?

Less than Significant. Since the SMAQMD is designated as nonattainment for ozone and
PM o, a cumulative significant air quality impact currently exists. According to the
SMAQMD’s Guide to Air Quality Assessment in Sacramento County, if a project’s emissions
are not anticipated to exceed the SMAQMD criteria pollutant significance thresholds, the
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Project would not be expected to result in a cumulatively considerable contribution to the
significant cumulative impact (SMAQMD 2009).

Project construction emissions of PM o would exceed SMAQMD’s zero pounds per day
significance threshold. Although the Project’s construction emissions of PM ;o would be
greater than zero pounds per day, the unmitigated emissions of PM o would not exceed the
SMAQMD’s mitigated threshold, since implementation of the SMAQMD’s Basic
Construction Emissions Control Practices would apply to the Project. These regulations apply
to all construction projects, and compliance with these standard requirements would reduce
the Project’s construction emissions. To ensure compliance with this requirement, Mitigation
Measure AQ-1 has been prescribed below. In addition, the proposed Project would not
conflict with the Sacramento Regional 8-Hour Ozone Attainment and Reasonable Further
Progress Plan or the Triennial Report and Plan Revision since the Project would not result in
an increase in VMT. Therefore, the Project’s contribution would not be cumulatively
considerable, and the impact would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measure

MM AQ-1: The following Basic Construction Emissions Control Practices are considered
feasible for controlling fugitive dust from a construction site.

Control of fugitive dust is required by SMAQMD Rule 403 and enforced by SMAQMD
staff.

o Water all exposed surfaces two times daily. Exposed surfaces include, but are not
limited to soil piles, graded areas, unpaved parking areas, staging areas, and access
roads.

e Cover or maintain at least two feet of free board space on haul trucks transporting soil,
sand, or other loose materials on the site. Any haul trucks that would be traveling along
freeways or major roadways should be covered.

e Use wet power vacuum street sweepers to remove any visible trackout mud or dirt onto
adjacent public roads at least once a day. Use of dry power sweeping is prohibited.

e Limit vehicle speeds on unpaved roads to 15 miles per hour (mph).

e All roadways, driveways, sidewalks, parking lots to be paved should be completed as
soon as possible. In addition, building pads should be laid as soon as possible after
grading unless seeding or soil binders are used.

The following practices describe exhaust emission control from diesel powered fleets
working at a construction site. California regulations limit idling from both on-road and
off-road diesel powered equipment. The California Air Resources Board enforces the idling
limitations.

e Minimize idling time either by shutting equipment off when not in use or reducing the
time of idling to 5 minutes [required by California Code of Regulations, Title 13,
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c)

d)

sections 2449(d)(3) and 2485]. Provide clear signage that posts this requirement for
workers at the entrances to the site.

e Maintain all construction equipment in proper working condition according to
manufacturer’s specifications. The equipment must be checked by a certified mechanic
and determine to be running in proper condition before it is operated.

Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Less than Significant. Construction of the Project would result in short-term diesel particulate
matter (DPM) exhaust emissions from on-site heavy-duty equipment. DPM is a designated
toxic air contaminant (TAC). Exposure of sensitive receptors—such as the adjacent and nearby
residences along several of the Project segments—is the primary factor used to determine
health risk. Exposure is a function of the concentration of a substance or substances in the
environment and the extent of exposure that person has with the substance. A longer exposure
period would result in a higher exposure level. Thus, the risks estimated for a maximally
exposed individual are higher if a fixed exposure occurs over a longer period of time.
According to the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), health risk
assessments, which determine the exposure of sensitive receptors to toxic emissions, should be
based on a 30-year exposure period; however, such assessments should be limited to the period/
duration of activities associated with the Project. Thus, the duration of the proposed
construction activities (up to 120 days) would only constitute a small percentage of the total
30-year exposure period. The roadway improvements along any given segment would likely
take at most 30 days to complete, resulting in a limited exposure window for a given receptor.
Given the short duration of exposure and limited equipment involved, DPM from construction
activities is not anticipated to result in the exposure of sensitive receptors to levels that exceed
applicable standards. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant.

Would the project result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely
affecting a substantial number of people?

Less than Significant. The SMAQMD has identified typical odor sources in its CEQA Guide
to Air Quality Assessment in Sacramento County (SMAQMD, 2019). These include wastewater
treatment plants, sanitary landfills, composting and green waste facilities, recycling facilities,
petroleum refineries, chemical manufacturing plants, painting and coating operations, rendering
plants, and food packaging plants. These types of uses can create persistent and widespread
sources of odors that can affect substantial numbers of people on a permanent of near-
permanent basis. The proposed Project would not include any of these or other types of uses
that would create permanent or persistent objectionable odors. Diesel equipment used during
construction could produce odorous exhaust that could be temporarily experienced by receptors
(i.e., residences) adjacent to the various Project segments. However, these impacts would be
limited to the immediate area around which the equipment would be operating, and would be
temporary in nature (perhaps several hours) and would not affect a substantial number of
people. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant.
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3.4 Biological Resources

Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES — Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or ] ] ]
through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian ] ] ]
habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies,
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or ] ] ]
federally protected wetlands (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through
direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or
other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any ] ] ]
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or
with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances ] ] ]
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

f)  Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat ] ] ]
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan?

This section relies upon the information and findings presented in the biological resources and
wetland delineation reports prepared for the Project: Natural Environment Study (NES): Arterial
Roads Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements Project (WPR014). Environmental
Science Associates. October 2019; and Aquatic Resources Delineation Report: Arterial Roads
Rehabilitation and Bicycle Lane Improvements Project (WPR014). Environmental Science
Associates. April 2019. These documents are attached to this Initial Study as Appendices D and E,
respectively.

Environmental Setting

For purposes of describing the biological resources in the Project area, a Project Impact Area
(PIA) boundary was established to represent the maximum extent of ground disturbance for the
Project. The Biological Study Area (BSA) included the PIA and extended 250 feet from the PIA
boundary. The 250-foot buffer of the BSA was established to identify potential indirect effects of
the Project. Figure 3.4-1 shows the locations of the PIA and the BSA.
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Physical Conditions of the Biological Study Area

The BSA is located within the eastern portion of the City of Elk Grove, and comprises the eight
roadway segments that constitute the Project. Land uses within and adjacent to the BSA consist of
a mix of agriculture, open space/public parks, low- to high-density residential, commercial, and
industrial. Within the BSA, many areas appear to have been historically graded or otherwise
disturbed, and much of the BSA is developed land.

The BSA is situated on the broad, flat alluvial plain of the Sacramento River, and terrain is
generally flat. Elevations of the BSA range from approximately 44 to 71 feet above mean sea
level. Climate is typically hot and sub-humid. Data from the Western Regional Climate Center for
the Sacramento Executive Airport weather station indicates that average annual precipitation is
17.24 inches. The average maximum annual temperature is 73.6 degrees (F) and average
minimum annual temperature is 48.1 degrees (F) (Western Regional Climate Center 2018).

Surface waters in the BSA are part of the Morrison Creek Stream Group, and include Laguna Creek
and tributaries. Deer Creek is southeast of the BSA, parallel to the Cosumnes River. However, all of
the drainages in the BSA drain into the Morrison Creek Stream Group, then eventually into the
Sacramento River. Most of the BSA is located in the Laguna Creek watershed, which is part of the
Lower Sacramento Subbasin. The southern Waterman Road Project segments are in the Lower Deer
Creek watershed. Laguna Creek, the main creek that flows through the City of Elk Grove, has been
altered by development. Channels, levees, and culverts have been installed to alleviate the
possibility of flooding, as well as to accommodated different development scenarios.

Vegetation in the Biological Study Area

Plant communities are assemblages of plant species that occur together in the same area, and are
defined by species composition and relative abundance. Eleven plant communities occur within
the BSA (see Table 3.4-1). Upland plant communities within the BSA include developed/
ornamental, annual grassland, riparian, and agricultural. Aquatic plant communities and habitats
include perennial channel, intermittent channel, seasonal wetland, vernal swale, vernal pool,
detention basin, and agricultural ditch. The majority of the BSA consists of annual grassland and
developed/ornamental. A detailed description of each of the habitats and plant communities
documented within the BSA is provided below. Maps of the various vegetation communities and
aquatic features present within the BSA and PIA are provided in Figures 3.4-2a through 3.4-2c.

Developed/Ornamental

Within the BSA, 114.32 acres of developed/ornamental plant community is present, with

16.96 acres in the PIA. This plant community includes all paved roads, driveways, buildings, and
unpaved shoulders as well as landscaped areas including public parks. Vegetation within this
community is dominated by non-native ornamentals including Brazilian pepper tree (Schinus
terebinthifolius), ornamental pines (Pinus sp.), lily of the Nile (Agapanthus africanus), Italian
cypress (Cupressus sempervirens), oleander (Nerium oleander), sweet gum (Liquidambar
styraciflua), and callery pear (Pyrus calleryana). Within private yards along the BSA roadways
much of the vegetation consists of regularly mowed annual grasses.
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Vegetation and Aquatic Features within the BSA
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TABLE 3.4-1
PLANT COMMUNITIES AND HABITATS WITHIN THE BSA AND PIA
Plant Community BSA' (acres) PIA (acres)
Developed/Ornamental 114.32 16.96
Annual Grassland 82.59 2.34
Agricultural 1.01 0.01
Seasonal Wetland 0.22 0.00
Detention Basin 0.52 0.00
Perennial Channel 0.46 0.00
Intermittent Channel 0.34 0.00
Riparian 0.46 0.00
Vernal Pool 0.45 0.00
Vernal Swale 0.12 0.00
Agricultural Ditch 0.01 0.00

1 Plant community and habitat acreages in the BSA include acreages from the PIA.

Developed/ornamental vegetation provides marginal habitat for wildlife species. Species expected
to occur in these areas include Brewer’s blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus), European starling
(Sturnus vulgaris), house sparrow (Passer domesticus), rock dove (Columba livia), and white-
crowned sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys).

Annual Grassland

A total of 82.59 acres of annual grassland was mapped within the BSA, with 2.34 acres in the
PIA. This plant community, along with developed/ornamental, comprises the majority of the
BSA, and is interspersed with large sections of developed/ornamental plant community and in
some areas numerous wetland habitats. Dominant plant species include non-native grasses such
as soft chess (Bromus hordeaceus), medusa head grass (Elymus caput-medusae), wild oat (4vena
fatua), Italian ryegrass (Festuca perennis), foxtail barley (Hordeum murinum), and rat-tail six-
weeks fescue (Festuca myuros),; non-native herbaceous species including long-beak stork’s-bill
(Erodium botrys), rose clover (Trifolium hirtum), smooth cat’s ear (Hypochaeris glabra), spring
vetch (Vicia sativa), and yellow star-thistle (Centaurea solstitialis); and native herbaceous species
such as brodiaea (Brodiaea sp.) and spikeweed (Centromadia fitchii).

Annual grassland habitat supports breeding, cover, and foraging habitat for a variety of wildlife
species. Species expected to occur in this habitat include American crow (Corvus
brachyrhynchos), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis),
black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus), California ground squirrel (Spermophilus beecheyi),
coyote (Canis latrans), and mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus californicus).

Agricultural

Within the BSA, 1.01 acres were mapped as agricultural, with 0.01 acre in the PIA. Agricultural
lands occur interspersed with rural residential areas in the BSA. This plant community consists of
pastures (comprised of annual grassland species), fallow fields, and areas used for row crops,
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primarily strawberries (Fragaria x ananassa), with dirt/gravel strips around the field edges for
vehicle access. In addition to the agricultural crops identified within this habitat, plant species
include non-native annual grasses, prickly lettuce (Lactuca serriola), yellow star-thistle, and field
bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis).

Agricultural land generally provides low-quality breeding habitat for wildlife species due to the
high level and frequency of disturbance; however, it may provide cover and foraging habitat for
many species. Species expected to occur in the habitat include America crow, America robin
(Turdus migratorius), western scrub jay (Aphelocoma californica), yellow-billed magpie (Pica
nuttalli), black-tailed jackrabbit, and deer mouse (Peromyscus maniculatus).

Seasonal Wetland

Seasonal wetlands total 0.22 acre in the BSA, and are interspersed through the annual grassland
habitat east of Waterman Road in the northern Waterman Road Project segments (Segments 1 and
2). This plant community is not present within the PIA. Vegetation in the seasonal wetlands is
dominated by Italian ryegrass, lesser hawkbit (Leontodon saxatilis), Mediterranean barley
(Hordeum marinum ssp. gussoneanum), toad rush (Juncus bufonius), and hyssop loosestrife
(Lythrum hyssopifolia). There was no surface water in the seasonal wetlands along Waterman
Road at the time of the field survey.

Wildlife species use seasonal wetlands for temporary water sources and cover. Species expected
to occur in this habitat type are similar to those expected to occur in the annual grassland habitat
discussed above.

Detention Basin

Approximately 0.52 acre of detention basin was identified in the BSA, but this habitat type is not
present in the PIA. The detention basin is unvegetated and appears to be used to store storm water
following storm events. The detention basin is not considered a water of the U.S.

Perennial Channel

A total of 0.46 acre of perennial channel habitat occurs within the BSA in the form of Laguna
Creek at the northern end of the northernmost Waterman Road Project segment (Segment 1).
There is no perennial channel habitat within the PIA. A perennial channel is a stream, or stream
portion, that flows continuously during the calendar year. Larger riverine features such as
perennial drainages may support riparian habitat along the banks and freshwater emergent
wetland vegetation often occurs within the banks of the channel. The gradient in both channels is
low and water velocity is generally slow and the substrate consists mainly of sand and mud.
Laguna Creek is the dominant riverine habitat feature within the BSA. Laguna Creek supports
freshwater emergent wetland species within its banks such as common cattail (7ypha latifolia)
and sedge (Carex sp.).

Several aquatic species use riverine habitats including fish species, bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana),
and Pacific chorus frog (Pseudacris regilla), as well as avian and mammal species. Wildlife
species expected to occur in this habitat include belted kingfisher (Ceryle alcgon), great blue
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heron (Ardea herodias), great egret (Ardea alba), mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), mule deer, and
raccoon (Procyon lotor).

Intermittent Channel

Intermittent channels total 0.34 acre within the BSA in the form of Elk Grove Creek and a
number of agricultural ditches. There is no intermittent channel habitat within the PIA. Elk Grove
Creek crosses the southern Waterman Road and Elk Grove Florin Road Project segments
(Segments 4 and 8, respectively). An intermittent channel has flowing water during certain times
of the year, when groundwater provides water for stream flow. During dry periods, intermittent
streams may not have flowing water. Runoff from rainfall is a supplemental source of water for
stream flow. In the BSA, Elk Grove Creek has been channelized and is concrete lined, likely for
flood control purposes. Some ruderal weedy species were observed growing within the banks of
Elk Grove Creek. The agricultural ditches are for the most part unvegetated, with ruderal weedy
species observed on the banks of the ditches but not within the channels.

Species expected to occur in this habitat type are similar to those expected to occur in the
perennial channel habitat discussed above.

Riparian

Within the BSA, 0.46 acre were identified as riparian vegetation, with none present within the
PIA. This habitat was identified along both banks of Laguna Creek east of Waterman Road at the
northern end of the northernmost Waterman Road Project segment (Segment1). The riparian
bands are bounded by annual grassland to the north and south and are bisected by Laguna Creek.
Overstory species observed within this habitat include valley oak (Quercus lobata) and willow
(Salix sp.). The understory is predominantly Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus). The
riparian habitat in the BSA is associated with Laguna Creek, but is not considered a water of the
U.S. due to a lack of wetland indicators (lacks wetland hydrology and soils).

Riparian habitat provides substantial breeding, cover, and foraging habitat for a variety of
resident and migratory wildlife species. Additionally, this habitat provides a sheltered corridor for
wildlife movement. Species expected to occur in this habitat include belted kingfisher, black
phoebe (Sayornis nigricans), bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus), great blue heron, great egret, and
mule deer.

Vernal Pool

Vernal pools comprise 0.45 acre of the BSA, but are not present within the PIA. Within the BSA,
vernal pools are interspersed with annual grassland east of the northern Waterman Road Project
segments (Segments 1 and 2). Vegetation is dominated by common spike rush (Eleocharis
macrostachya), annual hairgrass (Deschampsia danthonioides), Italian ryegrass, Carter’s
buttercup (Ranunculus bonariensis), coyote thistle (Eryngium castrense), woolly marbles
(Psilocarphus brevissimus), and vernal pool popcorn-flower (Plagiobothrys stipitatus).

Vernal pools support invertebrate communities that thrive in inundated conditions. Invertebrate
species that potentially occur in vernal pools within the BSA include common and special-status
species such as clam shrimp (Cyzicus californicus), seed shrimp (Cypria sp.), vernal pool fairy
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shrimp (Branchinecta lynchi), vernal pool tadpole shrimp (Lepidurus packardi), and several
aquatic insects.

Vernal Swale

Vernal swales are present in association with the vernal pool and seasonal wetland habitats along
the eastern side of the northern Waterman Road Project segments (Segments 1 and 2), totaling
0.12 acre. No vernal swales are present in the PIA. These features often connect vernal pools and
seasonal wetlands, forming large complexes that are hydrologically contiguous. Since swales
convey rather than pond water like seasonal wetlands, they are dominated by hydrophytic (water
loving) plants typical of wetlands with relatively short hydroperiods including Italian ryegrass
and Mediterranean barley. The swales in the BSA do not support a prevalence of vernal pool
indicator plant species, although they are often found in close associated with vernal pools.

Wildlife species use vernal swales for temporary water sources and cover. Species expected to
occur in this habitat type are similar to those expected to occur in the annual grassland habitat
discussed above.

Agricultural Ditch

Agricultural ditches are present in association with agricultural fields at the southern end of
Waterman Road (Segment 7), totaling 0.01 acre. No agricultural ditches are present in the PIA.
These shallow, graded ditches generally run along the edges of fields.

Special-Status Species and Regional Habitats of Concern

Tables 3.4-2 and 3.4-3 (provided at the end of this discussion) list the special-status plants and
wildlife species that are known to occur or have the potential to occur in the vicinity of the BSA.
These species were identified based on the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW)
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) records search (CDFW 2019), California Native
Plant Society (CNPS) Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants (CNPS 2019), species lists
provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS 2019) and National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS 2019), and data regarding species distribution and habitat requirements.

For the purpose of this analysis, special-status species are generally defined as follows:

o Plant and wildlife species listed or proposed for listing as threatened or endangered under the
federal Endangered Species Act (FESA).

o Plant and wildlife species that are candidates for possible future listing as threatened or
endangered under the FESA.

o Plant and wildlife species that meet the definition of rare or endangered species under CEQA,
or are considered sensitive or unique by the scientific community, or occur at the limits of its
natural range (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15380).

e Plants considered by the CNPS to be “rare, threatened, or endangered” in California
(California Rare Plant Rank 1A, 1B and 2 [CNPS 2019])).

e Plants listed or proposed for listing by the State of California as threatened or endangered
under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (14 CCR 670.5).
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o Plants listed under the California Native Plant Protection Act (CFGC 1900 et seq.).

e Plants considered sensitive by other federal agencies (i.e., U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of
Land Management) or state and local agencies or jurisdictions.

o Wildlife species that are listed or proposed for listing under CESA (CFGC 1992 Sections
2050 et seq.; 14 CCR Sections 670.1 et seq.).

o Wildlife species that are designated as Species of Special Concern (SSC) by CDFW.

o Wildlife species that are designated as Fully Protected by CDFW (CFGC, Section 3511,
4700, 5050, and 5515).

Special-Status Plants

Based on queries taken during the Project’s pre-field investigation of the various data sources
outlined previously in this section, 20 special-status plant species were identified as having
potential to occur in the vicinity of the Project (Table 3.4-2). Following direct observations taken
during field surveys, 13 of these species were determined to not have potential to occur in the
BSA or have the potential to be affected by Project construction because: 1) the BSA lacks
suitable habitat, or 2) the BSA is outside the species’ known range. The remaining seven special-
status plant species have suitable habitat within the BSA, but not within the PIA. Rationale for
presence or absence and likelihood of occurrence within the BSA for special-status plants is
provided in Table 3.4-2.

Special-Status Wildlife

Based on the review of existing information including a search of the CNDDB, USFWS, and
NMES species lists, and species distribution and habitat requirements data, 26 special-status
wildlife species were identified during the pre-field review as occurring or having the potential to
occur within the BSA. The listing status, preferred habitat, and potential for occurrence in the
BSA for each of these species are provided in Table 3.4-3.

Of the 26 special-status wildlife species listed in Table 3.4-3, 17 species were determined to not
have potential to occur within the BSA, because: 1) the BSA lacks suitable habitat, or 2) the BSA
is outside the species’ known range). There is habitat within the BSA for the remaining nine
species. Vernal pool fairy shrimp (Branchinecta lynchi), vernal pool tadpole shrimp (Lepidurus
packardi), western spadefoot (Spea hammondii), western pond turtle (Emys marmorata), giant
garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), tricolored blackbird (4eglaius tricolor), burrowing owl (Athene
cunicularia), Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni), and white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus) were
determined to be potentially present within the BSA and have potential to be affected by the
Project. Potential impacts to these species are addressed in the Discussion of Impacts portion of
this section. Rationale for presence or absence and likelihood of occurrence in the BSA for
special-status wildlife is provided in Table 3.4-3.
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TABLE 3.4-2
SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE BIOLOGICAL STUDY AREA

Legal Status’

Habitat Species
Common and Federal/ Identification Present/ Present/

Scientific Name State/CNPS Distribution Habitat Association Period Absent Absent Survey Results/Rationale?
Watershield -/--12B.3 Butte, El Dorado, Fresno, Kern, | Marshes and swamps June - Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
Brasenia schreberi Lake, Lassen, Mendocino, (freshwater). September Absent There is a single CNDDB occurrence

Nevada, Plumas, Sacramento, | 1gg _ 7,200 feet, approximately 7.6 miles southwest of
Shasta, Siskiyou, San Joaquin, the BSA.
Sutter, Tehama, Tulare, and
Tuolumne counties.
Bristly sedge --/-12B.1 Contra Costa, Lake, Coastal prairie, marshes May - Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
Carex comosa Mendocino, Sacramento, San and swamps (lake September Absent There are six CNDDB occurrences
Bernardino, Santa Cruz, San margins), and valley and within 10 miles of the BSA, the nearest
Francisco, Shasta, San foothill grasslands. approximately 6.7 miles west of the
Joaquin, and Sonoma counties. 0 — 2050 feet. BSA.
Bolander's water- -/--12B.1 Contra Costa, Marin, Marshes (coastal, July - September Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
hemlock Sacramento, Santa Barbara, freshwater or brackish). Absent There are no CNDDB occurrences
Cicuta maculata var. and Solano counties. 0 — 650 feet. within 10 miles of the BSA.
bolanderi
Peruvian dodder -/--12B.2 Butte, Los Angeles, Merced, Marshes and swamps July - October Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
Cuscuta obtusiflora San Bernardino, Sonoma and (freshwater). Absent There is a single CNDDB occurrence
var. glandulosa Sutter counties. 50 — 900 feet. approximately 3.6 miles west of the
BSA.
Dwarf downingia --/--12B.2 Southern Sacramento Valley, Vernal pools in valley March - May Habitat Potentially | Suitable habitat (vernal pools) within
Downingia pusilla northern San Joaquin Valley, and foothill grasslands. Present Present the BSA, but not within the PIA. There
and southern North Coast 31,460 feet. are two CNDDB occurrences within 0.2
Ranges. miles of the BSA and two additional
occurrences within 10 miles.
Bogg's Lake hedge --ISE/1B.2 Fresno, Lake, Lassen, Madera, | Clay soil in marshes and April - August Habitat Potentially | Suitable habitat (vernal pools) within
hyssop Merced, Modoc, Placer, swamps (lake margins) Present Present the BSA, but not within the PIA. There
Gratiola Sacramento, Shasta, Siskiyou, | and vernal pools. is one known CNDDB occurrence
heterosepala San Joaquin, Solano, Sonoma, | g _ 7.800 feet. approximately 0.7 miles north of BSA,
and Tehama counties. and five other occurrences within 10
miles.
Woolly rose- -/--11B.2 Butte, Contra Costa, Colusa, Often in riprap on sides June - Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
mallow Glenn, Sacramento, San of levees in marshes September Absent There are 10 CNDDB occurrences

Hibiscus lasiocarpos
var. occidentalis

Joaquin, Solano, Sutter, and
Yolo counties.

and swamps
(freshwater).

0 — 390 feet.

within 10 miles of the BSA, the nearest
approximately 6.4 miles west of the
BSA.
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TABLE 3.4-2 (CONTINUED)
SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE BIOLOGICAL STUDY

Legal Status’

Habitat Species
Common and Federal/ Identification Present/ Present/

Scientific Name State/CNPS Distribution Habitat Association Period Absent Absent Survey Results/Rationale?
Northern California --/--/1B.1 Contra Costa, Napa, Riparian forest and April - May Habitat Potentially | Suitable habitat (riparian woodland)
black walnut Sacramento, Solano, and Yolo | riparian woodland. Present Present within the BSA, but not within the PIA.
Juglans hindsii counties. 0 — 1,450 feet. There is a single CNDDB occurrence

approximately 7.5 miles west of the
BSA.
Ahart's dwarf rush -/--11B.2 Sacramento Valley in Butte, Valley and foothill March - May Habitat Potentially | Suitable habitat (vernal pools) within
Juncus leiospermus Calaveras, Placer, grassland (mesic). Present Present the BSA, but not within the PIA. There
var. ahartii Sacramento, Tehama, and 100 — 750 feet. are two CNDDB occurrences within 10
Yuba counties. miles of the BSA, the nearest
approximately 9.0 miles northeast of
the BSA.
Delta tule pea -/--/1B.2 Contra Costa, Napa, Freshwater and May - Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
Lathyrus jepsonii Sacramento, San Joaquin, brackish marshes and September Absent There are no CNDDB occurrences
var. jepsonii Solano, Sonoma, and Yolo swamps. within 10 miles of the BSA.
counties. 0 - 15 feet.
Legenere -/--11B.1 Southern Sacramento Valley, Vernal pools. April - June Habitat Potentially | Suitable habitat (vernal pools) within
Legenere limosa south North Coast Ranges in 3-2,900 feet. Present Present the BSA, but not within the PIA. There
Alameda, Lake, Monterey, are two CNDDB occurrences within
Napa, Placer, Sacramento, 0.5 miles of the BSA and 20 additional
Santa Clara, Shasta, San occurrences within 10 miles.
Joaquin, San Mateo, Solano,
Sonoma, Stanislaus, Tehama,
and Yuba counties.
Heckard's pepper- --/--/1B.2 Glenn, Merced, Sacramento, Alkaline flats in valley March - May Habitat Potentially | Suitable habitat (seasonal wetlands)
grass Solano, and Yolo counties. and foothill grasslands. Present Present within the BSA, but not within the PIA.
Lepidium latipes var. 7 _ 650 feet. There are two CNDDB occurrences
heckardii within 10 miles of the BSA, the nearest
approximately 7.0 miles west of the
BSA.
Mason'’s lilaeopsis -/SR/1B.1 Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, | Marshes and swamps April - November Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
Lilaeopsis masonii Napa, Sacramento, San (freshwater or brackish) Absent There are no CNDDB occurrences

Joaquin, Solano, and Yolo
counties.

and riparian scrub.
0 — 30 feet.

within 10 miles of the BSA.
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TABLE 3.4-2 (CONTINUED)
SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE BIOLOGICAL STUDY

Legal Status’

Habitat Species
Common and Federal/ Identification Present/ Present/

Scientific Name State/CNPS Distribution Habitat Association Period Absent Absent Survey Results/Rationale?
Delta mudwort --/--12B.1 Contra Costa, Sacramento, Usually mud banks in May - August Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
Limosella australis San Joaquin, and Solano marshes and swamps Absent There are no CNDDB occurrences

counties. (freshwater or brackish) within 10 miles of the BSA.
and riparian scrub.
0 - 10 feet.
Slender Orcutt FT/SE/1B.1 Northern Sacramento Valley, Often gravelly soil in May - October Habitat Absent Although the BSA supports vernal pool
grass Pit River Valley; isolated vernal pools. Species Absent habitat, the vernal pools in the BSA are
Orculttia tenuis populations in Lake and requires prolonged not large enough nor do they remain
Sacramento counties. inundation period. inundated long enough to support this
Species known from species. There are two CNDDB
larger pools (>0.2 acre). occurrences within 10 miles of the
115 — 5.800 feet. BSA, the nearest approximately 4.6
’ miles northeast of the BSA.
No effect.
Sacramento Orcutt FE/SE/1B.1 Sacramento County. Vernal pools. Species April - Habitat Absent Although the BSA supports vernal pool
grass requires prolonged September Absent habitat, the vernal pools in the BSA are
Orcuttia viscida inundation period. not large enough nor do they remain
Species known from inundated long enough to support this
larger pools (>0.1 acre). species. There are two CNDDB
100 to 330 feet. occurrences within 10 miles of the
BSA, the nearest approximately 5.8
miles northeast of the BSA.
No effect.
Sandford's -/--11B.2 Scattered locality throughout Marshes and swamps May - November Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
arrowhead the Central Valley and adjacent | (assorted shallow Absent There are three CNDDB occurrences
Sagittaria sanfordii foothills. freshwater). within 0.7 miles of the BSA and 28
0 —2.100 feet. additional occurrences within 10 miles.
Marsh skullcap -/--12B.2 El Dorado, Lassen, Modoc, Lower montane June - Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
Scutellaria Nevada, Placer, Plumas, coniferous forest, September Absent There are no CNDDB occurrences
galericulata Sacramento, Shasta and San meadows and seeps within 10 miles of the BSA.
Joaquin counties. (mesic), as well as
marshes and swamps.
0 - 6,900 feet.
Side-flowering -/--12B.2 Inyo, Sacramento and San Meadows and seeps July - September Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
skullcap Joaquin counties. (mesic) as well as Absent There are no CNDDB occurrences

Scutellaria lateriflora

marshes and swamps.
0 — 1,650 feet.

within 10 miles of the BSA.
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3. Initial Study Checklist

TABLE 3.4-2 (CONTINUED)
SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE BIOLOGICAL STUDY

Legal Status’

Habitat Species
Common and Federal/ Identification Present/ Present/

Scientific Name State/CNPS Distribution Habitat Association Period Absent Absent Survey Results/Rationale?
Saline clover --/--/1B.2 Alameda, Contra Costa, Lake, Marshes and swamps, April - June Habitat Potentially | Suitable habitat (seasonal wetlands
Trifolium Monterey, Napa, Sacramento, | valley and foothill Present Present and vernal pools) within the BSA, but
hydrophilum San Benito, Santa Clara, Santa | grassland (mesic, not within the PIA. There are five

Cruz, San Luis Obispo, San alkaline), and vernal CNDDB occurrences within 10 miles of
Mateo, Solano, Sonoma and pools. the BSA, the nearest approximately
Yolo counties. 0 — 985 feet. 6.1 miles west of the BSA.

NOTES:

1 Status explanations:
-- = no listing.

Federal

FE = listed as endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act (FESA).
FT = listed as threatened under the federal Endangered Species Act.

State
SE
SR
ST

California Native Plant Society (CNPS)

o
o
o mwuwn

listed as endangered under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA).
listed as rare under the California Endangered Species Act.
listed as threatened under the California Endangered Species Act.

Rank 1B species: rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere.

Rank 2B species: rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere.

Seriously threatened in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened/high degree and immediacy of threat)
Moderately threatened in California (20%-80% occurrences threatened/moderate degree and immediacy of threat)

Not very threatened in California (less than 20% of occurrences threatened/low degree and immediacy of threat or no current threats known)

2 Rationale includes an effects determination for those species that are listed under the federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) for purposes of federal compliance per the requirements of Caltrans. An effects
determination is not included for those species that are not federally listed (i.e., those species that are listed only under CESA and/or CNPS), since those requirements do not apply to species that are not also listed

under the FESA.
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3. Initial Study Checklist

TABLE 3.4-3
SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE BIOLOGICAL STUDY AREA
Legal Status' Habitat Species
Common and Identification Present/ Present/
Scientific Name Federal | State Distribution Habitat Association Period Absent Absent Rationale?
Invertebrates
Vernal pool fairy FT - Central Valley, Central and Vernal pools and seasonal November-April Habitat Assumed | Suitable habitat (seasonal
shrimp South Coast Ranges from wetlands; also found in for active shrimp, Present Present | wetlands and vernal pools) within
Branchinecta lynchi Tehama County to Santa sandstone rock outcrop April-November the BSA, but not within the PIA.
Barbara County; isolated pools. for cysts Suitable habitat will not be
populations also in Riverside impacted by the Project. USFWS
County and southern Oregon protocol presence/absence
surveys have not been conducted
for this species. There are two
CNDDB occurrences within the
BSA, and 64 additional
occurrences within 10 miles.
No effect.
Valley elderberry FT -- Central Valley and Dependent on elderberry Year-round for Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
longhorn beetle surrounding foothills below (Sambucus sp.) shrubs as a | host plant and Absent No elderberry shrubs were
Desmocerus 1,500 feet elevations host plant; potential habitat is | exit holes observed within the BSA. There
californicus shrubs with stems 1 inch in are seven CNDDB occurrences
dimorphus diameter within Central within 10 miles of the BSA, the
Valley. nearest approximately 1.7 miles
east of the BSA along the
Cosumnes River.
No effect.
Vernal pool FE -- Central Valley from Shasta Vernal pools, vernal lakes, November-April Habitat Assumed | Suitable habitat (seasonal
tadpole shrimp County south to Merced and other seasonal wetlands. | for active shrimp, Present Present | wetlands and vernal pools) within

Lepidurus packardi

County

April-November
for cysts

the BSA, but not within the PIA.
Suitable habitat will not be
impacted by the Project. USFWS
protocol presence/absence
surveys have not been conducted
for this species. There is one
CNDDB occurrence within the
BSA, and 73 additional
occurrences within 10 miles.

No effect.
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3. Initial Study Checklist

TABLE 3.4-3 (CONTINUED)
SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE BIOLOGICAL STUDY AREA

Legal Status’ Habitat Species
Common and Identification Present/ Present/
Scientific Name Federal | State Distribution Habitat Association Period Absent Absent Rationale?
Amphibians
California tiger FT ST | Central Valley, including Annual grasslands and January-May Habitat Absent Suitable habitat (seasonal wetlands,
salamander Sierra Nevada foothills up to valley-foothill woodlands; (aquatic) Present vernal pools, annual grassland) is
Ambystoma 1,500 feet. The Cosumnes breeds in seasonal wetlands present within the BSA. The BSA is
californiense River marks the northern such as vernal pools and outside known species range; the
boundary of the species’ swales. Burrows in Project area is north of the
range, with the exception of underground refugia such as Cosumnes River. There are two
an isolated in the Dunnigan small mammal burrows. CNDDB occurrences within 10
Hills in northern Yolo County. miles of the BSA, the nearest
approximately 9.3 miles south of the
BSA.
No effect.
California red- FT ST | Along the coast and coastal Permanent and semi- Year-round Habitat Absent No suitable habitat within the BSA.
legged frog mountain ranges of California | permanent aquatic habitats, Absent The BSA is not within the known
Rana draytonii from Marin County to San such as creeks and ponds range for the species. There are
Diego County and in the with emergent and no CNDDB occurrences within 10
Sierra Nevada from Tehama | submergent vegetation; may miles of the BSA.
County to Fresno County. aestivate in upland burrow No effect.
during dry periods.
Western spadefoot - SSC | Sierra Nevada foothills, Shallow streams with riffles January-July Habitat Potentially | Suitable aquatic habitat (seasonal
Spea hammondii Central Valley, Coast Ranges, | and seasonal wetlands, such (aquatic) Present Present | wetlands, vernal pools) is present
coastal counties in southern as vernal pools in annual within the BSA, but not within the
California. grasslands and oak PIA. Suitable upland habitat
woodlands. (annual grassland) is present
within the BSA and PIA. There are
five CNDDB occurrences within 10
miles of the BSA, the nearest
approximately 8.5 miles northeast
of the BSA.
Reptiles
Western pond - SSC | Populations extend throughout | Ponds, marshes, rivers, Year-round Habitat Potentially | Suitable aquatic habitat is present
turtle the coast and Central Valley streams and irrigation ditch